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Curriculum statement 2022 - 23 
 
 
Our ethos 
 
At Bells Farm, we aim to ensure that every child is prepared for learning, embraces 
the challenges of learning and strives to do and be their best. Our school motto – 
“Enjoying our learning….aiming for excellence” encompasses this ethos. We believe 
that every child has the right to the highest possible standards in their education so 
that they have the skills they need to succeed in life. Through equality of opportunity 
to access the curriculum and opportunities beyond the taught curriculum, we aim to 
ensure that children leave this school fully equipped to progress through life as 
educated citizens. We know that every child is a unique and special character, with 
individual abilities and needs. We can only succeed in achieving our vision if we 
know each child well and plan our systems around their needs. 
 
Our vision 
 
We believe that every pupil in Bells Farm is entitled to: 
 

• be safe, secure and happy in a school environment which has their welfare, 
safety and education at the heart of everything it does;   

 

• learn in a values-based community, which fosters care and respect for, and 
acceptance of themselves and others; 

 

• quality teaching across a broad and rich curriculum which enables all children 
to achieve their potential; 

 

• support to grow as confident and successful individuals. 
 
The following sections outline how we work towards making this vision a reality. 

  
 
Be safe, secure and happy in a school environment which has their welfare, 
safety and education at the heart of everything it does.   
 
Pastoral care at Bells Farm 
 
Children need to feel safe, secure and happy. Without this in place they will not be 
ready to learn and grow in confidence as they enjoy each individual success in their 
learning. At Bells Farm, the welfare of children is at the heart of everything we do.  
 
We believe that children’s social, emotional and physical welfare is the foundation for 
their education. An unhappy child cannot successfully access the curriculum. We 
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have a strong pastoral team working in partnership with the community and the 
whole school staff to ensure we meet the needs of our children.  
 
 
The pastoral team 
 
 
The team comprises the senior leadership team of head and deputy head, together 
with the SENDCo (also Mental Health Leader), Learning Mentor and Family Support 
Co-ordinator. All members of the team have DSL status, led by the head teacher as 
principal DSL. The team also meets regularly with the governor responsible for 
safeguarding. As a team, we collaborate and communicate daily, formally meet at 
least once every half term and divide tasks according to skills, knowledge and overall 
roles. 
 
Our universal offer 
 
Every child is met and greeted as they come through the doors, into a familiar 
framework of routines and positive relationships. Teachers and children “check in” 
with each other, and “check out” at the end of the day. Any concerns about a child, 
however apparently small, are shared with a member of the pastoral care team, and 
advice is sought and given. Every child is enabled to gain access to the curriculum 
through quality first teaching and tailored support as needed. PSHE and circle time 
pick up on worries or concerns which are dealt with and/or referred to the Pastoral 
team for further support. Children are encouraged to share any issues they have with 
the trusted adults in school, at any time of the day. Children who are new to school, 
in year, are taken through this as part of their induction, and have time allocated to 
them by the Learning Mentor until they settle in to school. The Family Support Co-
ordinator makes herself available to new parents to discuss any family worries or 
concerns and to offer or signpost support. 
 
Behaviour in school is intrinsically linked to a child’s feeling of safety and security 
throughout the day. The school’s behaviour policy is firmly rooted in clear and 
consistent boundaries and expectations and recognition of good behaviour through a 
card and badge system. Through the Peacemakers’ approach, children are taught to 
take responsibility for their own behaviour and are supported to resolve conflict as it 
arises. Children are taught how to recognise bullying, how to share their concerns 
with a trusted adult and know that they will be listened to, and then be at the centre 
of the resolution. Parents and carers are kept informed of and engaged in resolutions 
as and when required. Any concerns reported by parents and carers are dealt with 
swiftly, with a member of senior leadership contacting them on the day through a 
phone call and/or a face to face meeting. 
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Universal plus 
 
Children may start to show symptoms of unmet welfare needs, such as social 
problems bringing about changes in behaviour, poor attendance and regular 
lateness, poor health, unkempt appearance, or a reported challenge in family 
circumstances. Any concern about the child which is observed first hand, or reported 
to us by other concerned adults or children is dealt with on the day. Members of the 
team will work collaboratively to plan to meet the needs of the child, involving the 
child’s parents/carers, and involving other agencies and seeking further advice as 
required. This is verbally shared with the rest of the team and formally via CPOMS 
communication. 
 
At universal plus, we plan, do and review. 
 
 
Additional needs 
 
Review is showing that insufficient difference is being made. Whether the concern is 
social, emotional, physical or cognitive or a range of these concerns, the role of 
external services is stepped up by the appropriate member of the team, to seek 
further advice, ensure accurate reporting of welfare concerns and the school actions 
taken and impact made, and if necessary escalate the concern.  
 
Learn in a values - based community, which fosters care and respect for, and 
acceptance  of  themselves and others. 
 
 
Values at Bells Farm 
 

Promotion of and teaching of values is designed to 
prepare children to be good citizens within the 
community and the wider world. At Bells Farm we 
teach British values in accordance with guidance 
from the Department for Education which reinforces 
the need to: 
 
“Create and enforce a clear and rigorous 
expectation on all schools to promote the 
fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of 
law, individual liberty and mutual respect and 

tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs.” 
 
These values are endorsed and taught through the PSHE curriculum themes, SEAL, 
value words, circle time, assemblies and the school council. They are also promoted 
through discrete events such as visits from the local MP and to places of worship. 
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Bells Farm Primary School also values freedom of speech and expression of beliefs 
or ideology as fundamental rights underpinning our society’s values.  Both pupils and 
teachers have the right to speak freely and voice their opinions.  However, freedom 
comes with responsibility and free speech that is designed to manipulate the 
vulnerable or that leads to violence and harm of others goes against the moral 
principles in which freedom of speech is valued. Teachers examine the issues raised 
by this throughout the year with particular reference to peer pressure, pressure 
groups, diversity, racism and bullying (racist/homophobic/bi-phobic/trans-phobic). 
Opportunities to discuss and work on these areas are highlighted throughout the 
PSHE curriculum. 
 
 
 
Quality teaching across a broad and rich curriculum which enables all children 
to achieve their potential. 
 
Support to grow as confident and successful individuals. 
 
 
The Bells Farm Curriculum 
 
Planning of subjects 
 
Long and medium term planning for subjects takes the form of termly/half-termly 
planning units, with themes connecting some subjects together from reception to 
year 6. National Curriculum subjects are organised as follows at Bells Farm, and 
cover the breadth and depth of study across the key stages. There are planned year 
group and phase coverage of key skills, knowledge and understanding. For further 
details of the provision in each subject, please refer to the individual subject areas. 
 

• English and mathematics are taught daily throughout the year with links made 
to the term’s topic where relevant and where there is potential to enhance 
learning; 

• Science is taught weekly. Planning covers the skills and knowledge of the 
National Curriculum in half-termly units of work, and this draws on resources 
from the ‘Developing Experts’ scheme as well as STEM Learning resources. 

• Design and technology is taught in three cross curricular projects over the 
year, operating though a plan, make and evaluate cycle. 

• RE is taught weekly and planned within the framework of the Agreed Syllabus 
for Birmingham. 

• PSHE taught weekly through lessons/circle time sessions from long term 
plans for each year group. 

• Computing is taught in weekly sessions throughout the year, and links made 
to the relevant subject areas where relevant – for example, giving the learning 
about multimedia a context such as digital mapping and subject 
presentations. 
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• Art is taught weekly in units of work. Each class studies at least one artist 
increasing to three as they progress through Key Stage 2 

• Music is taught weekly and the planning draws on the Charanga scheme of 
work. Year 4 learn to play an instrument through a weekly lesson throughout 
the year – including opportunities to perform at end of term concerts for 
parents and carers. Year 5 participate in the Young Voices concert, and an 
opportunity to be part of the school choir is provided as an extra-curricular 
activity. 

• History is taught weekly over 6 – 10 weeks each term depending on the unit, 
with links being made to Geography wherever possible. 

• Geography is taught weekly over 6 – 10 weeks each term depending on the 
unit, with links made History wherever possible. 

• PE is taught weekly in a 2 hour session with breaks throughout the year, with 
aspects and skills blocked across the year group and phase. Each year, years 
3, 5 and 6 attend swimming lessons. Children have the opportunities to 
compete in activities with other schools through the Kings Heath Sports 
Partnership. 

• French is taught by a teacher from “La Jolie Ronde” company once a week in 
years 3 and 4. This is then carried on into Years 5 and 6 on a weekly basis, 
taught by a teacher in school.  
 

The term’s planning for each year group is summarised and published on the 
website. Knowledge organisers are used for Science, History and Geography as this 
was a recognised area of need in terms of curriculum design and progression. This 
year we are also trialling them in maths and years 5 and 6 French. Each term’s 
curriculum is reviewed and evaluated for development and improvement of provision. 
 
Early Years Foundation Stage  

There are seven areas of learning and development. 

All areas of learning and development are important and inter-connected. 

Three areas are particularly crucial for igniting 

children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for 

building their capacity to learn, form relationships and 

thrive. 

These three areas, the prime areas, are: 

• communication and language 

• physical development 

• personal, social and emotional development. 
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Additionally there are four specific areas, through which the three prime areas are 

strengthened and applied. The specific areas are: 

• literacy; 

• mathematics; 

• understanding the world; and 

• expressive arts and design. 

 
Wider curricular opportunities 
 
Visits 
To bring the curriculum alive and make it 
relevant, children have at least two off site 
visits in each year which are planned into 
their learning. This include shopping locally 
and visiting local parks, Twycross Zoo, 
Botanical Gardens, Birmingham’s canals 
and visiting other areas of historical and 
geographical relevance.  
 
 
 
 
Sports 
The school has been awarded the Gold standard award for games, and is heavily 
involved in the Kings Heath Sports Partnership, affording children across the school 
opportunities to take place in a wide range of sports, collaboratively and 
competitively against other schools. 
 
 
School clubs 
 

A range of after-school clubs at Bells Farm is 
provided by staff, including this year: 

• Football 

• Basketball 

• Multi-skills 

• Eco-warriors 

• Drama 

• Choir 

• Computing 

• Science 

• Homework 
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Teaching and learning  
 
At Bells Farm we believe that to build on the foundation of 
children’s safety and security in their classroom, they need to 
develop the behaviours for learning which will help them to 
succeed. 
 
The learning behaviours which are fundamental to making 
good progress in learning and to instil the confidence needed 
to continue this progress have been identified by staff and 
children as: 
 

•  Listening 

•  Concentration 

•  Perseverance 

•  Pride 

•  Independence 

•  Working with others  

•  Creative thinking 

•  Curiosity 
 

Teachers build opportunities in their planning for children to demonstrate and further 
develop these behaviours. These are recognised and rewarded in Star Assembly 
and Excellent Work assembly. 
 
Our teaching works on the basis that until something has been retained in the long 
term memory, it has not been truly learnt.  Some of the strategies we use to support 
retention in the long term memory are: 

• revisit prior learning at the start of lessons; 

• asking children what they already know about a new topic and building on 
this; 

• marking and feedback of work in the moment wherever possible;  

• periodic quizzes and low stakes tests; 

• ‘anchor tasks’ requiring application of prior knowledge.  
 
Teachers use direct whole class teaching methods including instruction, 
demonstration, modelling of concepts, regular checking of understanding and regular 
feedback. We believe that there is no one right way of doing this, and teachers use 
their professional judgement based on research evidence and professional reading 
as to what methods are fit for the purpose of what is being taught and at what stage 
it is being taught. 
We aim to ensure that children are engaged in frequent learning tasks through 
talking, questioning and doing purposeful activities relating directly to the intended 
outcomes of the lesson. Children are grouped in different ways for different purposes 
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but the emphasis is on mixed ability grouping and pairing. Children with SEN are 
included in each lesson and given support to access the curriculum via strategies 
including direct extra teaching support, pre-tutoring, use of resources, and 
simplification, where necessary, of tasks. They have additional 1:1 support focused 
on specific skills, where it has been identified as needed to progress in their learning. 
 
Children are assessed every day using assessment for learning strategies within the 
classroom, and have regular low stakes testing of number facts, spelling, and recall 
of key facts in the knowledge gained in science and foundation subjects. The full 
programme of termly testing within subjects is detailed in the assessment policy. 
 
We judge the effectiveness and impact of teaching through our monitoring system, 
consisting of: 
 

• Learning walks 

• Talking to children 

• Meetings to review planning as required 

• Looking at children’s work 

• Standards and Moderation meetings  

• Pupil progress meetings between SLT and teachers 

• Recorded outcomes on class blogs 
 
CPD to support improvement of teaching 
 
We encourage teachers to identify their own strengths and weaknesses, through 
reflection and shared feedback from monitoring. CPD can be accessed through 
various sources, including coaching within school, focused observation of the 
practice of others, collaborative work in the consortium, directed reading and focused 
and purposeful external courses and internal training. 
 

Individual subject areas 

There are policies for each of the subject/aspect areas listed below. A copy will be 

made available on request. Should parents/carers have any queries about the 

curriculum, they are welcome to make an appointment to discuss these with the 

head teacher/deputy head teacher. 

 

English   

At Bells Farm, we use English to communicate in both written and spoken form. We 

use language to build our view and opinion of the world and our community. We 

believe that developing a love of our language in our children is vital in achieving 

success at school and later in life. 
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The exploration and enjoyment of the English language is our priority and we value 

all its aspects – speaking, listening, reading and writing. English is taught daily 

across the whole school with work appropriately differentiated to match all abilities. 

 

Spoken language 

 

Talking is fundamental to learning – without it, we would not be able to, or be 

expected to write. Pupils are encouraged to speak clearly, confidently and with 

expression in order to state their ideas and opinions. 

Just as important is the need to listen carefully to 

others and respond in appropriate ways. At Bells 

Farm Primary, pupils are given opportunities in all 

areas of the curriculum to develop their speaking 

and listening skills, in paired, group or whole class 

situations. Role play, debating, discussion, 

presentation (as individuals and in groups), and 

drama activities are intrinsic elements of speaking 

and listening across the school. 

 

Reading 

Children who read for pleasure 

gain a richer vocabulary, more 

knowledge, critical thinking skills 

and become independent 

learners. As a ‘reading for 

pleasure’ school, we ensure 

children have a range of 

opportunities to develop their 

love of reading and books. 

 

Teaching of reading is an 

important part of our curriculum. 

Children work in focused groups to develop their reading skills and their 

understanding of texts. 
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We provide children with rich reading experiences within the English lessons and 

encourage them to appreciate the author’s use of language and writing techniques in 

order to develop their own writing skills. 

Our children take their reading books home daily to share with their families/carers. 

As they go through the school, they are given more responsibility for making their 

own reading choices from the resources we have in school. Our well stocked library 

is open throughout the day for children to choose their books. Each class has its own 

reading area which is stimulating and designed to promote a love of reading and 

books. 

 

Spelling 

 

We place great value on the importance 

of accurate spelling. A structured 

programme of spelling extends across 

the whole school, beginning with phonics 

in EYFS and Key Stage 1. There is a 

natural transition to the key stage 1 and 2 

spelling programme at the end of Key 

Stage 1 and beginning of Key Stage 2, 

and this continues to be used through to 

the end of Year 6. The spelling 

programme is supported by the use of 

word books which enable children to 

develop a personalised approach to the 

learning of words. 

 

Writing 

At Bells Farm Primary we aim for children to be independent writers. In Reception 

and Key Stage 1, we use approaches of the “Talk for Writing” programme (Pie 

Corbett) to meet the required standards of the National Curriculum, and to instil the 

approaches of “reading as writers” and “writing as readers”. In Key Stage 2, we 

develop children’s ability as writers through focusing on quality texts and teaching 

them to develop their abilities to write for different purposes – to entertain, express, 

inform and persuade.  We encourage children to write clearly and with confidence 

across a range of genres. We teach them to use punctuation and grammar 
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accurately, to be able to proof-read their own work and make amendments and 

improvements. Our handwriting policy encourages children to place value on the 

development of correct letter formation and neatly presented handwriting. We 

encourage children to feel pride in their work and not to accept anything but their 

personal best. 

Through our English curriculum, 

we aim to nurture in the children 

a love of literature and language, 

and the confidence to continue 

reading and writing throughout 

their lives.  

 

 

Mathematics  

Mathematics helps us to make sense of our world. It is a powerful, universal 

language used to explain, predict and 

represent events and tackle everyday 

problems. Mathematics is of central 

importance to our modern society. It is an 

essential part of everyone’s daily life and 

critical to science, technology, finance and 

engineering. Mathematics is necessary for 

any employment or independent life.  

 

The Maths Curriculum is delivered using the National Curriculum and the Early 

learning Goals are followed to ensure continuity and progression from the 

Foundation Stage through to the National Curriculum. The focus is on mastering 

concepts and ideas in mathematics at an age appropriate level. This mastery 

approach to the teaching of mathematics contributes to our high expectations of all 

our pupils.  We endeavour to make the mathematics curriculum accessible to all 

pupils; moving them through the programmes of study at broadly the same pace. All 

children need a deep understanding of the mathematics they are learning in order 

that future learning is built upon firm foundations.  

At Bells Farm the aims of our maths teaching are aligned with the aims of the 

National Curriculum: fluency, reasoning and problem solving – both in the 

mathematics lesson and across the curriculum. Children need to learn basic number 
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facts and arithmetical procedures, both mental and written and acquire fluency in 

procedures, alongside developing conceptual understanding if they are to be able to 

solve increasingly complex problems in life and later in the workplace.  

We use the White Rose scheme of work as a basis for teaching and learning in each 

year group. Children will learn individually and in mixed ability pairs and groupings 

throughout their time at Bells Farm. They will also experience using a range of 

equipment, including ICT, to develop their mathematical understanding. We aim to 

ensure that all children are able to appreciate how Mathematics links to everyday life 

and we promote the fundamental skills of time telling, weights and measures, money 

(including finding change) and reading and interpreting timetables. 

Following the long periods of lockdown due to COVID 19, measures were taken and 

continue to be taken to ensure children have the opportunity to catch up on lost 

classroom learning opportunities. This has necessitated a focus on basic skills of 

number, place value and arithmetic and their application across the maths 

curriculum, as well as ensuring that there have been key opportunities to close the 

gaps in learning brought about by the loss of classroom learning particularly in the 

2019-20, but also the 2021 - 22 school year.   

 

We continue to operate in a different way in years 2 and 6 in 2020-21, deploying 

senior leadership staff in these year groups to support fluid setting of groups. This 

serves the purpose of allowing children working at greater depth/higher standard to 

work at a faster rate at times, whilst allowing children who take a longer time to grasp 

new concepts and build on existing knowledge and skills. In year 6, setting is daily, 

with a small group assessed to be working within the higher standards led by one 

teacher, and a larger mixed ability group led by another, with support from a support 

teacher to enable all children to gain full access to the maths curriculum. This 

approach has been successfully deployed prior to 2020-21, leading to significant 

progress from children’s prior attainment and high standards relative to national 

across all groups. In 2022, standards at the end of 

key stages 1 and 2, although lower than in 

previous year’s due to the pandemic affecting 

learning, remained at least in line with national 

standards. We work together to ensure that our 

high expectations for all children drives the 

children’s learning forward. We believe that all 

children can be successful in maths and are 

dedicated to supporting and challenging each 

child to enable them to do so. 
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Science  

 

At Bells Farm, we encourage children to be 

inquisitive throughout their time at the school and 

beyond, and plan our science curriculum 

accordingly. We aim to foster a healthy curiosity 

in children about our universe and promote 

respect for the world around us. Throughout their 

education in science, the children will acquire and 

develop the key knowledge that has been 

identified within each unit and across each year 

group, as well as the application of scientific 

skills. We plan to ensure that scientific skills are 

built on and developed throughout children’s time 

at the school so that they can apply their 

knowledge of science when using equipment, 

conducting experiments, asking questions, 

building arguments and explaining concepts 

confidently. 

Emphasis is placed on working scientifically with links being made explicitly between 

English, maths and other curriculum areas wherever possible. From reception to 

year 6, we want the children to keep building on their previous learning. 

At Early Years Foundation Stage, the science curriculum for reception class is 

planned on a programme of thematic areas. The relevant key science skills are 

delivered through these themes. Children have the opportunities to explore the 

natural world around them, making observations and drawings; learn about 

similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting 

environments; understand some important processes and changes in the natural 

world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter; and offer 

their own ideas explanations using recently introduced vocabulary. 

Moving into year 1, children build on their learning in the early years. Throughout key 

stages 1 and 2, science is taught in planned and arranged units of work in each 

class, checking and referring back to previous learning to ensure the learning sticks 

and deepens as they progress through the year and through school. Through the 

planning, there will be problem solving opportunities that allow children to use and 
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apply their knowledge and working scientifically skills to find out answers for 

themselves. Children are encouraged to ask their own questions and be given 

opportunities to use their scientific skills and research to discover the answers. 

Teachers plan a programme of work which will build on the knowledge and skills of 

the National Curriculum units. They draw from a range of resources, including the 

Developing Experts Scheme of work. 

 

Art  

Art contributes to the development of the whole child 

emotionally, aesthetically, physically, socially and 

cognitively. It provides all children with the opportunity 

to express themselves imaginatively, creatively and 

develop their understanding of, and respond to the 

world around them. Pupils are exposed to many visual, 

tactile and sensory experiences. Bells Farm Primary 

School enables pupils to become involved in, enjoy 

and appreciate the visual arts and how it can enrich 

their personal lives. They learn the part that art and 

design plays in their own and others’ lives, in 

contemporary life and in different times and cultures. 

 

Design and Technology  

 

Design and Technology provides our children with 

an opportunity to tackle problems of a practical 

nature. The cross curricular nature of Design and 

Technology offers a setting for the children to apply 

knowledge and skills from a number of other 

subjects  including geography, history, art, 

language, maths and science. Skills are developed 

using tools and machines in designing and making artefacts and food products with 

an emphasis on healthy living. Working with a variety of materials aims to help 

children learn important life skills. 

Children learn independently and in groups, learning to co-operate, plan, design and 

make and evaluate their work. They learn to make their own decisions with help and 

encouragement.  
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Geography  

Geography develops children’s knowledge and 

understanding of people and places. At Bells Farm, 

we learn about the wider world as well as local 

areas, looking at the physical, social and economic 

issues surrounding each country under study. Use 

of maps, atlases, photos and the internet ensures a 

well-balanced and interactive method of learning for 

all children. There are many cross-curricular links 

with subjects such as History, English, maths and 

ICT – for example, through the use and application 

of high quality digital mapping resources. 

In the Early Years Foundation Stage, geography is 

encountered through the Early Learning Goal of 

Understanding the World and involves guiding 

children to make sense of their physical world and 

their community. Children’s early geography skills and knowledge are planned for 

within a thematic curriculum, which has carefully planned opportunities to stimulate a 

growing awareness and interest in the local physical and human environment and 

the wider world. 

At Key Stage 1, we aim to build on the knowledge, skills and language of geography 

gained in Foundation stage, through continuing a thematic approach to the subject, 

making further explicit links to links to other subjects in order to deepen learning. 

Each strand of the National Curriculum for Geography is incorporated into the 

planning, to develop children’s knowledge of location of the world’s major physical 

features and develop geographical skills through fieldwork, observations and a range 

of maps. Children are taught to describe and compare places near and far using 

geographical vocabulary and appreciate both the human and physical characteristics 

of places, including an evaluation of man-made changes to the environment. 

At Key Stage 2, we aim to ensure that children extend the depth of geographical 

enquiry and broaden the range of study to other areas of the developed and 

developing world. Geography planning begins with the detailed mapping of 

progressive knowledge and skills of each of the strands, carefully reviewing and 

strengthening the learning from key stage one. Planning of geography units become 
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increasingly discrete to ensure the wide range knowledge and skills are directly 

taught. Specific spoken and written learning opportunities are planned into each unit, 

as well as authentic links where relevant, to maths, science, design technology, 

history, computing and PSHE. We continue to develop geographical skills through 

fieldwork in the wider area, observations and a range of maps including use and 

application of digital mapping. Children develop an increased awareness of physical 

and human factors which determine the nature of places and to describe and explain 

their similarities and differences. They research local, national and global issues and 

form opinions for debate – developing awareness of their responsibilities as Global 

Citizens.  

History        

At Bells Farm we aim to provide first 

hand experiences of History with role 

play, class visits, workshops and 

visiting experts playing an important 

part in all our topics. Within the Early 

Years Foundation Stage, history is 

included as part of Understanding 

the World. We plan to ensure that 

within the thematic curriculum, 

children have clearly planned 

opportunities to talk about the lives 

of the people around them and their 

roles in society; know some similarities and differences between things in the past 

and now; and understand the past through settings, characters and events 

encountered in books. 

In Key Stage 1, children continue to learn history through the thematic curriculum. 

Children are taught to build on the awareness of the past started in the early years, 

using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. They are taught a 

wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms and where the people and events they 

study fit within a chronological framework. They identify similarities and differences 

between ways of life in different periods.  

In Key Stage 2, children develop a wider and deeper understanding of periods of 

history. Links are planned to geography in particular, as well as design and 

technology and art projects. History also provides a relevant context for reading and 

writing to strengthen the learning in both English and history. Through a 

chronologically sequenced curriculum, children develop an increasingly secure 

knowledge and understanding of history, establishing clear narratives within and 
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across the periods they study. They develop an understanding of how our knowledge 

of the past is constructed from a range of sources, both primary and secondary and 

understand that evidence is often incomplete, debatable and controversial. They are 

encouraged to make connections and contrasts and find trends over time. 

Throughout their time at Bells Farm, children develop the appropriate use of 

historical terms to communicate their learning, and increasingly respond to, and 

devise their own historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and 

difference, and significance of events and periods of history. They are encouraged to 

ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other sources to 

show that they know and understand key features of events. Links are planned to 

strengthen learning to other subjects across the curriculum where they are relevant 

and authentic. History also provides a relevant context for reading and writing to 

strengthen the learning in both English and history. 

PSHE  

Personal, social, and health 

education is a carefully planned 

programme of learning 

opportunities and experiences 

which enables children and young 

people to grow and develop as 

individuals and as valuable 

members of families and of social and 

economic communities. 

PSHE education provides 

children and young people with knowledge, understanding, attitudes and practical 

skills to live healthy, safe, productive, fulfilled, capable and responsible lives. It 

inspires them to be enterprising and supports them in making effective transitions, 

positive learning and career choices and in managing their finances effectively. It 

gives children and young people the skills to reflect on and analyse their own values 

and equips them to face difficult and sometimes conflicting attitudes they may face in 

the future. 

 Opportunities for learning in PSHE are split into twelve areas that are taught on a 

two year cycle. Areas covered focus on issues such as: Belonging, Enjoyment  and 

Achievement, Being Healthy, Staying Safe, Relationships, Emotional Health and 

Positive Contribution to Society. 
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Relationship Education  

Our Relationship Education Policy is in line with the national 

statutory requirements from 2020. At present, we use the 

“Living and Growing” resources, amongst other sources which 

provided focused learning for all year group, covering all areas 

of relationship education at an age appropriate level. 

Physical Education (P.E.)  

 

 

Physical Education develops children’s physical skills, 

confidence, capabilities and potential. It gives 

opportunities for children to be creative and 

competitive while learning to work with and respect 

others. At Bells Farm Primary School children learn 

how to plan, perform and evaluate actions, often in 

pairs and small groups, helping them to develop the 

quality and effectiveness of their work. We promote a 

positive attitude towards active lifestyles and aim to 

introduce children to lifelong physical activity. 

Pupils from Reception to Year 6 are taught for 2 hours per week by an in house 

specialist PE teacher, who in turn supports the staff in their knowledge and 

application of the PE curriculum. Across the year and from different starting points, 

the children develop their skills in activities such as gymnastics, dance, football, 

basketball, swimming and tennis. 

As part of the Kings Heath Sports Partnership, our children have access to a wide 

range of activities such as team sports and multi-skills, and have the opportunity to 

hone their skills with children from other schools, both competitively and enabling 

them to improve their personal best standards. Additionally, we run a range of 

lunchtime and after school clubs throughout the year, covering such areas as 

multiskills, basketball and table tennis. In 2018-19, the school gained the Gold Award 

for excellence in sports provision through the Sports Partnership. 
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Computing   

The Computing curriculum focuses on three key strands and encourages children to 

understand how computers work, how to create and develop software and how to 

use computers efficiently and safely. These areas are: 

• Information Technology: Using 

applications, sending messages, 

blogging, photography and film making. 

• Computer Science: Coding, 

programming and control. 

• Digital Literacy: Understanding 

computers, e-safety and cyber bullying. 

We aim for the children to confidently and 

independently use and apply information 

technology skills to support and extend their 

learning. We develop a culture where the use 

of Computing becomes second nature to our 

pupils, thus ensuring they are ready and able 

to embrace the technological advances of the 

future. 

Every child in Reception, key stage 1 and 2 has access to a bank of shared laptops 

and iPads. The children learn how to navigate the internet safely. A progressive 

online safety curriculum further underpins our school’s vision to keeping safe online.  

The children are taught using Interactive whiteboards, visualisers, digital camera and 

voice recorders, amongst other technologies. Our children are taught how to access 

information, evaluate its suitability, store it, share it with others and tailor it to meet 

their own needs. 

The children and parents sign a user agreement to ensure that technology is used 

safely and this is reinforced throughout their time in school. 

Our school has received a nationally recognised award for outstanding online safety 

in school and the wider community. 
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Music 

Music is taught as a whole class lesson and in a cross-curricular way. The aim of 

teaching music is to 

enable a child to 

develop a range of skills 

required for their age 

and to have 

opportunities to be 

creative. 

Music is taught in every 

year group using the 

Charanga scheme of 

work and instruments 

such as untuned 

percussion, 

glockenspiels and 

boomwhackers.  

Children in KS2 will receive a number of instrument tuition lessons learning to play 

hand bells and guitars. Children will take part in a number of performances to 

showcase what they have learnt.  

We have a well-established school choir who perform in the Young Voices concert in 

January and in a show to the school and parents at the end of the year.  

 

Modern foreign languages (M.F.L.)  

 

Learning a foreign language provides a 

valuable educational, social and cultural 

experience in preparation for future life. 

At Bells Farm, we teach French in key 

stage 2, led by a teacher from “La Jolie 

Ronde” company in years 3 and 4 and a 

key stage 2 teacher in years 5 and 6. 

The children enjoy “playing with language” and use it in a range of situations. The 

older children learn to speak and write in full sentences in a wide range of contexts. 
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Religious Education (RE)  

At Bells Farm Primary School, we follow the Birmingham Agreed Syllabus for 

Religious Education. Children are taught to understand and respect the importance 

of religious beliefs in the world around them. We encourage children to use and 

develop their skills in RE and to participate in critical thinking, encouraging them to 

be curious about other faiths and to ask questions around faith. We aim to ensure 

that the RE curriculum is challenging, 

dynamic and relevant to pupils of all 

ages. In the Foundation Stage, RE is 

taught through topics based upon 

children’s own lives and their own 

experiences.  

 

 

 

Collective Worship 

Collective reflection and awareness of the 

faiths of our multi-cultural community in 

Birmingham an important part of school life.  

Gathering together as a whole class, key stage 

or school creates, nurtures and sustains a 

sense of community and creates an 

opportunity to bring to life the core values of 

the school and local area. Each month we 

focus on one ‘value’ as a theme, allowing us to 

come together, celebrate children’s achievements and provide an opportunity for 

pupils to reflect.  

 

Special Educational Needs  

The curriculum is planned through a whole school approach to curriculum planning, 

taking into account progression and differentiation. The work for some children is 

supported by individual plans which teachers use as part of their daily planning. 

Additional support and intervention is provided for identified groups and individuals. 
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Children with Education and Health Care Plans are supported in accordance with 

their plans. 

The role of the governing body 

The governing body must consider and agree the policy and monitor and review its 

implementation. They regular termly reports from the Head teacher and need to 

consider the impact of the curriculum on various groups of learners within the school 

The role of the head teacher 

The Head teacher reviews the Curriculum Statement each year for consideration by 

the Governing Body. 

The Head teacher and leadership team monitor the provision of the curriculum by 

learning walks, work scrutiny, conversations with children, planning scrutiny and 

feedback from subject and aspect leaders. 

The Head teacher reports to the Governing body on standards within the school, 

giving consideration to: 

• year groups 

• comparisons with national averages and similar schools nationally and for the 

LA 

• gender; ethnicity; special educational needs; free school meal entitlement 

The role of the class teachers. 

The teachers have a responsibility to deliver the agreed curriculum through careful 

planning, teaching, assessment and evaluation. 

They meet weekly as a whole staff, or in key stage groups to consider aspects of the 

curriculum, assessment, progression and standards. 

Each teacher has the responsibility for at least one curriculum area and they monitor 

provision for pupils for these subjects. They report to the Head teacher and 

colleagues about this. 

The role of the teaching assistants 

Teaching assistants actively support teaching and learning in the classroom. They 

meet regularly with the class teachers to discuss planning, assessment and their 

deployment with groups and individuals. The meet with the SENDCo and class 

teacher to discuss and evaluate the impact of any interventions in which they have 

been involved. 


