
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25th May 2018 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I am writing to make you aware of an incident in school involving a child bringing a 
knife from home into school. The knife was a pen knife style, part of bottle opener 
set. It was a folding style and the blade had not been opened. It was immediately 
confiscated by the class teacher. The child’s parents were contacted and the child 
taken home. At no point was anyone threatened with it and there was no intent to 
threaten. The child was extremely remorseful, verbalising that it was a silly mistake to 
bring it in to school. Sanctions have since been applied and the dangers of carrying 
any weapon have been explained by both the school and home. The police have 
been informed as this is part of our safeguarding duty, and the incident logged whilst 
allowing the school to appropriately deal with the matter. 
 
As part of our PSHE (Personal, Social and Health Education) curriculum, we teach 
the children in an age appropriate fashion, the dangers which unfortunately present 
themselves to young people such as use of weapons and drugs. We will continue to 
do this, and as a team, continue to ensure that pupils voicing their concerns and 
worries are at the heart of this safeguarding education. 
 
As parents, we know that you will not wish to alarm your children, and it is a sad fact 
knife crime, which includes carrying any sort of knife, is a reality in our society. 
However, there are sources of advice, including this excerpt from the BBC website, 
which you may find useful: 

• Make sure your child knows that it's illegal to carry a knife with intent to 
use it as a  weapon, even in self-defence. Being found with a knife - 
and the police can search anyone they suspect of having a knife - could 
lead to your child being arrested, going to court and getting a criminal 
record or even a prison sentence. It could also lead to permanent 
exclusion from their school. 

• Talk to your child about the dangers of carrying a knife. Carrying a knife 
actually increases the chances of being stabbed or injured - an attacker 
could use your knife against you. 

• Stress that not carrying a knife, and walking away from potentially 
dangerous situations, is cleverer and tougher than getting involved. 

This letter is not intended to alarm you, and you will know your own children and the 
best age/stage to have this conversation with them, and when it may be appropriate 
to do so. However, it is important that we keep lines of communication open with you 
so that you have the facts rather than any rumours. The safety and welfare of all of 
our children is our highest priority. 

Kind Regards, 
 
 
 
Mrs Butterworth 


