
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10th December, 2020. 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
This letter is purely about the subject of COVID – never far away unfortunately! You 
may be aware that the government made a late decision this week and announced 
that schools could shut from Thursday 17th December. Like many schools in our 
area, we felt that this was too short notice for families and as you know we have 
things planned for the last day, including of course, the class parties – all to be 
conducted safely and in the bubble groups. As one day would make little difference 
anyway, we will end the term as planned with the last day being Friday 18th 
December. We had already planned 4th January to be the next training day, with 
children returning to school on 5th January.  
 
I have made the decision, however, to cancel the After School on the last day 
of term, and apologise for the inconvenience to those parents and carers who 
use the facility.  
 
Contact Tracing 
 
Public Health England have agreed a 6 day window after the final day of school, in 
which we are being asked to remain contactable so they can assist with contact 
tracing where necessary. This will allow enough time for positive coronavirus cases 
to be identified and confirmed by a test and for relevant contacts in the school to be 
traced. This will take us up to 24th December and Miss Williams and I will be 
checking emails and the School Gateway app throughout this time. No one wants to 
be isolating over the holiday, and so I would just like to remind you to be extra vigilant 
over the remainder of the term. This includes mixing of households. We are still 
hearing about planned sleepovers, which add additional risk. Just because children 
are in the same bubble at school does not mean that they can enter your household 
bubble, and you are taking a risk in doing so – at very least, having to self-isolate 
should the child you are having to stay over test positive for the virus. 
 
 
To ensure that we protect the school community and the 5 days we have been 
given to share with our close family and friends, please do not send your child 
into school if they are unwell.  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The DfE have recommended that schools ensure staff, parents and carers are aware 
of the following information and relevant arrangements regarding positive cases in 
the holidays: 
 

1. For the first 6 days after teaching (taking us to 24th December,) if a pupil or 
staff member tests positive for coronavirus and they developed symptoms 
during the 48 hours after them last being in school, the school is asked to 
assist in identifying close contacts and advising self-isolation, as the individual 
may have been infectious while in school. 
This means that if your child is identified as having been in close 
contact with a positive case, who was showing symptoms and tested 
positive between now and Sunday 20th December, you will be contacted 
by the school and they will be required to self-isolate for 14 days from 
the last contact. 

2. It is advised that children and staff who have symptoms arrange immediate 
testing and then inform the school as soon as possible if the result is 
positive. After Friday 18th December, please email or use the app. If at all 
possible, please avoid postal testing as this further delays the results and our 
ability to trace contacts quickly. 

3. Where a pupil or staff member tests positive for coronavirus, but did not 
develop the symptoms in the 48 hours since being in school (which would be 
up to around 3.30 pm on Sunday 20th December), the school does not need 
to be contacted. Parents and carers should follow contact tracing instructions 
provided by NHS Test and Trace. 

 
You will see from this how vitally important it is that you do not send your children in 
when you or they have any symptoms of the virus – raised temperature, new 
continuous cough, loss of smell or taste. This is not the time for any of us to take 
chances. 
 
I will write my usual letter tomorrow – sharing more positive aspects of school life as 
well as any reminders, but I wanted to make sure that all parents and carers are fully 
aware of the need to be particularly vigilant, both about your own families and others 
in our school community. Thank you for your support in this. 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
Barbara Butterworth 


