
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2nd November, 2020. 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
It’s very difficult to think of the words to express our disappointment about this 
week. The school is very quiet and we just don’t like it this way! However, it 
was so heartening to see the younger children coming back with smiles on 
their faces and seeing so many of you this morning picking up work for the 
children. 
 
To clarify the situation, we have acted as soon as we could in letting you know 
about the closure and the need to isolate. The children who have tested 
positive showed no symptoms in school, but did so at home at the end of the 
week. Because we have to count back two days from the onset of symptoms 
to check who the close contacts were, this unfortunately took us to 
Wednesday 21st October, when the children were in school in their bubbles. 
Parents did not get the test results until late on Saturday 31st October, which 
is why I and Miss Williams came into school yesterday to inform you of the 
developments and to prepare the home learning packs.  
 
Let me reassure you again that we act straight away on the information that 
we have – teachers are constantly listening out for coughs, taking 
temperatures as needed and contacting parents and carers immediately to 
collect their children and provide a test if needed. What we have no control 
over is the testing process, the delays in results coming back, and the 
information which we are obliged to inform you about from Public Health 
England regarding the need for children to isolate. It is an incredibly frustrating 
time for you and us, but we really have not stopped in our efforts to keep the 
school community as safe as we can. Our thoughts are with you all in this, 
and especially the affected family who thankfully informed us of this as soon 
as they could so that we could make the necessary arrangements. We wish 
them all a speedy recovery, as I am sure you do. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The national lockdown and the changing situation with COVID has left us with 
no alternative but to postpone the reopening of the clubs  - computing, maths 
and sports, which we had hoped to restart this half term. It is a difficult 
decision to make as this is a big part of our school, but as this week’s closure 
has shown, the situation changes with very little notice, and we are constantly 
reviewing our safety procedures. There are 8 members of staff out today  - 
most for the rest of the week, some going into next week, for isolation 
reasons. Staffing at key points – the beginning and end of the day, becomes 
very challenging. To avoid staff members crossing bubbles, we cannot 
substitute as easily as we used to. We will revisit this as soon as it becomes 
safe and practical to do so, and hope you understand this additional 
challenge. 
 
The calendar will still have the assemblies by Zoom for children and the event 
days as set out below: 

Date Event Notes  
Wednesday 11th 
November 

Zoom Remembrance Day 
Assembly for children 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Friday 13th November Children in Need Day 
 
Zoom STAR assembly for children 

Children wear something spotty – each donating £1 to 
CIN. 
Certificates will be going out to those children who have 
shown the best attitudes to their learning 

Monday 16th November Launch of anti -bullying week Children can wear odd socks to school – the odder the 
better! Other events include Digital Council Assembly. 

Friday 27th November Zoom STAR assembly for children  
Friday 11th December Zoom STAR assembly for children 

Christmas Jumper Day 
 
Celebration for children who have 
received more than 18 gold cards 
in the half term. 

 
Please donate £1 
 
We are introducing this as a new way to reward good 
behaviour. More details will follow after half term. 

Week commencing 14th 
December 

End of term celebrations More details will follow, but we hope to have some carol 
singing from each class, and will have class parties on 
the last day of term: Friday 18th December. This will be 
party clothes, music and games, and food and drink 
supplied by the school. A contribution of £1 per child will 
be requested to support this. 
A full Christmas dinner will be served on Thursday 17th 
December. If you want to order a dinner, details will 
follow closer to the time. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are now more conscious than ever of the rising numbers of COVID cases 
and although we do not want to add to any stress levels about this, it is more 
important than ever that everyone remains on high alert when either you or 
your children have any symptoms of the virus. If your child is unwell, even if 
you think it is a seasonal virus, it is important that you are cautious and keep 
them at home to allow them to recover. We are on hand to support with test 
kits if you experience difficulty obtaining these and your children have a 
temperature or a new continuous cough, or loss of taste or smell. If you email 
or phone us, someone will get back to you as soon as possible to help in any 
other way we can.  
 
I will keep you updated as needed, through the week through our normal 
channels – school website, text, Twitter, email and School Gateway app. 
Please ensure you have provided your most up—to-date contact details to 
office. Until then, please continue to stay safe and well. 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
Barbara Butterworth 
 


