
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6th November, 2020. 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
After the quietest week in the history of our school, I am looking forward to 
welcoming the whole school back next week! It has been wonderful though, to 
see the younger children running into school happily, apparently without a 
care in the world - they really do lift our spirits and keep us positive. It is of 
course more important than ever to keep checking your texts and the app, as 
we never know when these unfortunate interruptions to school life are going to 
occur.  
 
As I wrote at the start of the week, we are now more conscious than ever of 
the rising numbers of COVID cases and really hope that this lockdown makes 
a difference in our area. Please continue to keep on high alert when either 
you or your children have any symptoms of the virus. Between us we check 
the app and the enquiry email address every day and evening, including the 
weekends, so please contact us at any time if you or your children have got 
any of the symptoms, however mild.  
 
You really have been brilliant this week, in terms of your support for 
everything we are doing, and for key stage 2 parents and carers just getting 
on with it – home learning, sorting out childcare, and juggling work, college 
and other commitments. Almost all of you collected work packs on Monday, 
spoke to your children’s teachers and sorted out any issues you had with 
online learning. I hope you have found the site useful – Miss Williams and Mr 
Baddhan have worked on this tirelessly and will continue to review what’s on 
offer and how we can continue to make it as useful as possible for the 
children and yourselves. 
 
In the case of a very small number of families, we have struggled to make 
contact with you, and packs have not been picked up. I will need to address 
this with you next week as it is essential that children, whilst at home and 
feeling well, carry on with their learning. We know that is not the same as 
being in school with their classmates and teachers, but the gaps between 
them and the children who have been working at home will become very wide, 
very soon if they are not supported at home.  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Masks 
 
The staff are all now wearing masks when they are not in their bubble areas 
and will continue to do so in the playground. I would also repeat my 
recommendation that you wear masks on the school site. I know this is 
uncomfortable for many, (although I am finding it’s an extra layer of warmth at 
the moment!) and some people are medically exempt, but I thank those of you 
who are doing so if you are able. I will ask though, that you do not get into 
conversations with other people including staff on the playground, any closer 
than 2 metres if you are not wearing a mask – this is simply an unnecessary 
risk, and people are often too polite to ask you to move further away! Even 
when wearing a mask, please don’t have a false sense of security – keep that 
2 metre distance as you talk. We know that masks are only part of managing 
risk, but whatever part they play, any reduction in risk can only be a good 
thing. Keep remembering – hands (wash frequently), face (wear a mask) and 
space (keep a 2 metre distance).  We can only do what we can to help to 
control this virus, and we all want to get back to some kind of normal as soon 
as we can. 
 
Isolation  
 
It is also hugely important for children to isolate in the house and garden if you 
have one, if they have been in contact with a positive case at school or home. 
We know this isn’t easy, especially if you don’t have outdoor space, but again 
it is about following the guidelines to keep the numbers of positive cases 
down. This latest bubble closure was beyond everyone’s control, and as I 
explained at the start of the week, the reason for us ‘losing’ a week was the 
waiting for results to come back. However, every time a bubble has to close 
due to a positive case, or you are affected outside school by Test and Trace, 
we need to follow the guidance provided. 
 
 
Ziplock bags 
 
Please remember to send these back in with your children on Monday if they 
have been working at home – this is their class bag and it is essential that 
they have it with them all day. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ventilation 
 
Another major factor in trying to reduce risk is keeping all rooms well 
ventilated. This is of course, no problem in the summer months but a 
challenge now. Unfortunately, there is no way around having to keep windows 
open to keep the air circulating, so we will all have to wrap up warmly. Please 
make sure your children wrap up very warmly for indoors as well as outdoors. 
Ideally girls should be wearing tights (or black or grey leggings) with skirts, but 
grey trousers may a better option – and both boys and girls can wear 
leggings, thermals or tights under their trousers – there is no gender bias with 
clothes! If you want to dig out summer vests or tee shirts, it would be a good 
idea to have children wear these under their polo shirts. Hoodies may also be 
worn on top of school jumpers – I am not going to get fussy over colours, but 
if you have plain colours that’s great – basically the less ‘sparkly’ the better. 
Please do not send off for new clothes  - it is not necessary  - I know you will  
try your best to make sure the children to stick as closely to uniform colours 
as possible whilst keeping warm – you don’t have to ask me at the gate if it is 
okay – it will be! The children may not like it very much to begin with (I know 
some of you still have a battle with coats), but they can peel off layers if they 
are too warm – better than being cold with no extra clothes available. 
 
 
Now for other matters… 
 
Anti-bullying week 
 
This will be week commencing 16th November, but I just wanted to give you 
an early reminder that on Monday 16th, it will be odd socks day – the odder 
the better! I am sure if you are like me, finding odd socks in your households 
will not be a problem, so this is really a message for the organised amongst 
you! Other activities will go on through the week, so keep checking the blogs 
to see your children’s classes in action. 
 
Remembrance Day 
 
This is such an important day for our country so it is a massive 
disappointment that health and safety have once again taken over – for good  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
reasons of course. So the usual sale of poppies and other merchandise in  
school has not been able to take place. However, if you want to buy a small 
metal poppy pin badge for anyone in your family, we have a limited number in 
school (they will have been untouched for 3 days) with a suggested donation 
of £2. These will be available at the front entrance throughout Monday with a 
box for donations available.  We will also mark 11th November in our usual 
way, with Mr Gill playing ‘The Last Post’, and the children observing two 
minutes silence at 11.00 am, with class assemblies discussing the meaning of 
the day and why it is so important that we never forget the sacrifices so many 
people made for our freedom. 
 
After School Club 
 
The government, in their guidance on lockdown, confirmed that we cannot run 
any after school activity club as we had hoped to do– it has to be for childcare 
alone, which is of course why we will continue to run After School Club. 
Please remember that this is at present only available if the childcare is 
essential – if you are at work or college. As soon as it is deemed safe to do 
so, we will once again look into restarting other clubs on a limited basis. Other 
than that, the guidance does not contain any other significant change from 
what we are already doing.  
 
 
I think that’s it for now, so please keep checking for messages and I really 
look forward to welcoming you back on Monday. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
Barbara Butterworth 
 


