
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4th January 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Happy new year from all of the staff and governors. Well, we were not sure whether 
we were coming back after all the headlines in recent days, but we do look forward to 
welcoming the children back tomorrow morning. Unfortunately though, this virus has 
certainly not gone away and as we find ourselves in Tier 4, with new variants of the 
virus, it is still a very worrying time for our region and we must be extra careful to 
ensure we keep risks to a minimum. The confusion over what is happening next in 
schools nationally is a growing frustration for all of us, so until there is clearer 
guidance, we need to do all we can to stay safe. 
 
We currently have three members off staff who have contracted the virus during the 
holiday and will not be in for at least this week. I know you will join me in wishing 
them a speedy recovery. I have met with Miss Williams yesterday to go through the 
risk assessment and we will be working hard this week to tighten up measures where 
we can. Quite honestly, it has been a difficult decision to open school given the 
increased number of cases at national and local level, and as you may know the 
council is calling for the government to allow schools to close in Birmingham. So 
whilst we intend to open tomorrow, this situation may well change if it is deemed too 
risky to stay open due to reduced staffing, and I ask that you bear this in mind now 
and think about childcare arrangements should the need arise. We will always give 
you as much notice as we possibly can, but in the current climate, you know how 
much things change from day to day. 
 
I will go through our key points which we have discussed regarding the risk 
assessment, and trust that you understand the need for taking extra measures where 
we can. 
 
Face masks on school site 
 
We realise that some people are reluctant to wear masks but do urge you to think 
again while on school site. Please note that staff will not engage in a conversation 
with you if you are not wearing a face covering, so if you wish to speak to staff you 
must wear a mask unless you have a medical exemption. Please do not come any 
closer than 2 metres. If you wish to meet a member of staff for something that cannot 
be dealt with by phone, then please make an appointment and a safe room will be 
found for you, and wearing of a mask expected. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is equally important that you do not stand too close to other parents and carers or 
their children, particularly if you are not wearing a face covering. Some people may 
be too polite to tell you to stand back, so please keep your distance. 
 
 
Dropping children off in the morning 
 
Please think carefully at drop off times as to whether you need to come into the 
playground. The children are very used to coming through the gate, so if the 
Brockworth Road entrance is clear, please think about leaving the children at the 
gate and allowing them to walk up on their own. As you know, we are well within 
sight to greet them – they will be absolutely fine! 
 
For parents and carers using both front and rear entrances, please do not hand any 
objects or letters to members of staff. Anything which you want the staff to have 
needs to be in your child’s bag and you can let someone know it is there. Also, 
please avoid long conversations which can be made later by phone. The office staff 
and I are available to take calls in the morning and through the day, so please use 
this facility and if we are not available straight away, we will call you back as soon as 
we can. 
 
 
Collection time 
 
Again, please keep your distance and please stand in the line for your youngest 
child, and the older children will be sent to you. Most parents and carers observed 
this very well last term, but it was beginning to slip, so please do not wander around 
the playground unnecessarily. 
 
Lunches  
 
The dining room obviously gets very busy at lunchtimes and children have to move 
around a lot less – not standing in lines or getting out of their seats unnecessarily for 
example. However, as an additional safety measure, we want to ensure that there is 
more space available at this busy time to allow staff to move safely through at a 
social distance at all times. Therefore we have decided to take a class out of each 
sitting. This will not affect reception class who have an earlier sitting. So on a rota 
basis, each class will have a sandwich lunch for a week (if they have school lunch), 
and will eat this in the main hall. We are aiming to make this a bit more exciting than 
the usual cheese or chicken sandwich, but wanted to do it on a week’s basis so that  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
children didn’t miss out on favourite days like roast dinner or pizza. We will start this 
from this week, beginning with Year 3 in first sitting and Year 6 in second sitting. 
 
Once the school is open, we will discuss further measures which may need to be 
taken, particularly around groupings of children. We know that there is very little else 
that can be done within our control, so don’t expect huge changes! It is of course 
vitally important that everyone is extra careful, so please, once again, can I ask that 
you do not send your children to school tomorrow if they are at all unwell. If they or 
any member of the household have symptoms, please self-isolate and arrange for a 
test as soon as possible. 
 
I am also aware of parents and carers who are afraid of sending their children to 
school as things have got worse with the pandemic. For this week, please do what 
you think is best for your children, but do contact us if you have concerns – it is 
important that we keep communicating with each other in this incredibly difficult 
situation. 
 
Here’s to a better 2021, but please, until times are better for all of us, stay safe and 
well. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Barbara Butterworth 


