
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
22nd January, 2021. 
 
 

Dear parent / carer, 

 

I hope this letter finds you and your families safe and well, and managing the 

demands and challenges of home learning. It’s not easy, we know, so please do 

contact us through the various emails or by text if you are struggling and need 

help online. This letter will now cover aspects of home learning. 

 

It was so pleasing to see so many children in the live lessons and engaging so 

well. Just a reminder that it is essential that you follow the protocols for this 

online learning. It is the children’s ‘classroom’ and they are there to learn and so 

obviously need as few distractions around them as possible. 

 

Online safety 

 

As part of the Teams set up, there is a chat facility so that children can write to 

the teachers with their answers or tell them if they don’t understand something. 

We will be telling children today that they can only use the chat during the lesson 

when it can be monitored, as it is essential that children continue to follow online 

safety rules as they would if they were at school. 

 

Sending home learning to school  

 

The following applies to children in years 1-6. Reception children already have the 

facility to communicate their work to Mrs Hill on Parent Share. Mrs Hill hopes to 

be well enough next week to begin some live sessions with her class and a further 

message will be going out today from Mrs Hill. 

 

We are continuing to develop the online learning and as part of this, we would 

like to see some work being sent in from all children from next week. We are 

keeping it as simple and straightforward as we can to see what works and what 

doesn’t. So from next week you will be asked to send just two things: 

 

 English – your child’s class teacher will be asking for one piece of work to 

be sent in each week. They will tell you what this work is in their note to 

the children which goes with the week’s timetable. You will see a star * 

next to the work on the timetable which you will need to send in. 

 Maths – each week, on a Tuesday, the children will be having a set of 

short maths questions based on work already covered this year. This 

needs to be completed and sent in. Don’t worry if you can’t print off the 

question sheet; the children can write the answers in their book and a 

photo can be taken of this work. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like the work to be sent in, if possible on the day it appears on the 

timetable, and at the latest, a day later. This is to enable the teachers to collect 

all of the work and give brief feedback on it. 

 

The idea of sending the work in is to give a much clearer picture of where the 

children are and whether they need more teaching of something, or lots of 

practice. So please make sure that the children do the tasks independently  

without your help. When we all return to school, whenever that will be, the 

teachers need to know what to focus on to help children catch up in their 

learning.  

 

Many of you are sending work in regularly anyway and it’s a pleasure to see how 

the children are doing. It’s fine for you to continue to do this, but just be aware 

that the teachers will be focusing particularly on the two pieces of work, per week 

described above. 

 

 

Extra equipment 

 

As the weeks progress, we realise that there are certain items which are essential 

to making home learning work. We need to have the children well-equipped with 

workbooks and whiteboards and pens. As we started the term, the main priority 

was to get a basic kit together, but we now realise that some of the children will 

have gone through most if not all of their workbook space, and that with live 

lessons they definitely need whiteboards and pens. So on Monday 25th January, 

we will be distributing a mini whiteboard and pen per family, plus extra maths 

and English books. These will be available to collect from the front office from 

9.30 am until 12.30 pm. If there are a few parents gathering, please be prepared 

to socially distance from each other. Please also wear a face covering.   

 

 

Phone calls 

 

We have now made contact at least once with parents and carers. As we can now 

see children in the live lessons and will be receiving more emailed work, most of 

you will not get another phone call from us over the next two weeks. There are 

parents and carers who will still get a regular phone call due to different needs for 

support in families, and if at any time you want the school to phone you, please 

text or email us and we will make contact with you. Please be aware, however, 

that it will not necessarily be the class teacher calling back. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each week we will review attendance at live lessons and whether or not work is 

being sent in. If we do not see engagement in the learning, we will ring you to  

check what support you need for your child to resume learning. It is absolutely 

essential that you do the very best you can to make sure that your children keep 

up with the learning that has been set by the school. This is the second lockdown 

which has caused school to close for weeks at a time, and we do not want it to 

have a lasting effect on the children’s education. If you are struggling, let us 

know what we can do to help. 

 

 

I do hope that you all have a happy and safe weekend. Please contact us at any 

time for help and support at this challenging time. Let’s hope for better times 

soon! 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Barbara Butterworth 


