
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
29th January, 2021. 
 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
I hope this letter finds you all well as we end another week of remote learning for 
most of the children. As I am sure you know, it is still not clear when we will see each 
other properly again, but the Prime Minister is hoping for 8th March. In the meantime, 
thank you for all of your hard work with supporting the children in their learning.  
 
Thank you also for working with us in getting the children into the live lessons. There 
have been a few technical hitches as we all get to grips with this completely new way 
of working. Teams was unfamiliar to all of the teachers as well, but we are learning 
new techniques all the time. 
 
Just a few reminders to help us to make the sessions go smoothly and begin to feel 
more like school: 

1. Children should be dressed and ready to learn, no matter what time of day 
their lesson is. This is about routine and not completely losing that sense of 
being in a classroom environment. So whilst we don’t expect uniform, equally 
we don’t want see dressing gowns and fancy dress and we have seen both 
this week!  

2. Please make sure the children have eaten before the lesson starts – this is 
obviously another distraction for other children and as you know not permitted 
in class. Again, we have seen this on several occasions this week. 

3. Thank you for giving the children space on their own. However, we are still 
having a few parents prompting children with answers which defeats the 
purpose of the teaching. The teacher needs to find out what the children know 
or don’t know, so they can plan how to fill any gaps. This is what learning 
is...so please let the children be with their teacher and classmates. This will 
help them prepare for coming back to school...they can’t bring you into the 
classroom when we return! 

 
It has been so good to see so many of the children engaging and it is really vital that 
this continues every day. If you experience any issues getting onto Teams, please 
continue to text/email and we will help you to deal with the problem. 
 
Other home learning 
 
It is very important that the children do the timetabled  work and you or they let the 
teachers know via email if they are struggling. Please do not give them alternative 
work to do as everything is planned in sequence, and will either follow on or lead up 
to the live teaching the following week. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The English and maths tasks on the timetable each week, with a star * next to them 
must be sent in so that the teachers can properly assess the children. Thank you to 
those of you who have done this, but we want to see work from every child, every  
week. Don’t worry if you think your child has not done very well with the task – we are 
here to assess where they are and find out what they struggled with. We would much 
rather see an independent piece of work rather than one where the children had a 
great deal of help at home – we know you want them to do well, but the teachers 
need to see where those gaps are so that they don’t go too fast, or they can go back 
over tricky questions. 
 
You may have noticed that the information about the timetable which is posted each 
week about the work (above the timetables) has changed a bit and is more 
personalised to the class. It is important to read this because it may give you 
additional instructions or a bit more context. Encourage older children and all children 
who can read and make sense of the message to read it for themselves or with you – 
again, this helps them to become independent. 
 
Contacting us 
 
Please can you make sure you are using the right email address for any query. They 
are all on the home page of the website. Some queries which are meant for teachers, 
or ICT questions for Mr Baddhan are being sent to the enquiry address. We don’t 
want to delay answering your questions, and there are a lot of emails flying around at 
the moment! 
 
 
Other news 
 
Lateral Flow tests 
 
The staff who are in school will be able to take a COVID test twice weekly so that we 
can continue to minimise the risk of staff being in school without realising that they 
are positive for the virus, and potentially infecting the children or each other. This is 
set to continue upon wider reopening, whenever that will be. 
 
Free school meal vouchers 
 
This will continue in the half term break for those pupils eligible for pupil premium. It 
will not be the Edenred system this time – further details will follow. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key worker children 
 
Just a reminder to let us know if your child is going to be absent from school due to 
illness or any other reason, and do let us know if you have a change of contact 
details. Also please let us know if your working pattern changes so that we know 
when to expect your children in school. 
 
 
I think that covers this week, so I wish you a happy and safe weekend – take a well-
deserved break from being a teacher! 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Barbara Butterworth 


