
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5th February, 2021. 
 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
Well, at least January is over and the spring shoots can be seen! However, 
please be aware of the weather forecast next week, especially if your children 
are attending school in person. We will keep you informed of any potential 
school closure due to snow. Just a reminder that even if the school is closed, 
and allowing for some fun in any snow that may fall, home learning will be up 
and running as usual, including the live lessons. 
 
Live lessons 
 
Firstly, the positives – and there are lots of them! It is wonderful to see so 
many children engaging and sending their work in. We know this situation is 
far from ideal, but at least we can see progress in learning. Also, most 
children are attentive and behave appropriately in lessons, so thank you for 
supporting them to do this. I know there continues to be issues with 
connections, but it is pleasing to see that so many people have collected 
laptops where needed. Do get in touch if you still need to collect new 
workbooks and whiteboards and pens and we will arrange a time for you to 
collect. 
 
Unfortunately, I have to re-issue some reminders. There are still children who 
are eating, coming and going in the lesson, and at times (although this has 
been rare) being rude in their responses to the teachers and teaching 
assistants. This is not acceptable and totally unfair to the vast majority of 
children trying to learn. This would not happen in the classroom, and at the 
moment, this is the only classroom which most of the children have. If poor 
behaviour persists, the children will be asked to stay on the Teams call at the 
end of the session to be reminded about acceptable behaviour. Where there 
is no improvement, we will reserve the right to exclude a child from the next 
lesson until we see improvement. This is in the interests of the children who 
are engaging appropriately in the lesson, and also in the interests of the 
children who are not engaging appropriately – it is more important than ever 
to try to maintain good routines and reasonable expectations for everyone’s 
current and future well-being.  
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We do not know when this will end, so let’s work together to make the best of 
a situation which we have little control over. If you need us to call you 
because you are struggling with any of the expectations of home learning in 
these very challenging times, just drop us a text or email and someone will 
contact you on the same day. 
 
 
That said, the vast majority of children have been amazing! Thank you for all 
you do to support them. This is not easy for anyone, and we are here to help 
and support you so please continue to send in children’s work, ask questions 
and listen to advice from the staff. We will keep reviewing the home learning 
offer to meet the needs of the children and to support you to support them. 
 
Praise cards 
 
We want to recognise the special efforts being made by children so teachers 
will be acknowledging this by sending out cards for good work and positive 
engagement. Additionally, Miss Williams and I will be popping into Friday live 
lessons every other week, starting next Friday, to celebrate the stars of the 
week in each class. The certificate will then be emailed out to you. 
 
Blogs 
 
We want to continue to recognise good work on the class blogs, so please do 
take a look next week. Also, Miss Williams would love children to engage with 
the reading for pleasure blog again – we would all love to hear about any 
books the children have enjoyed reading and want to recommend.  
 
I think that’s it for now, so I wish you a happy and safe weekend. Please keep 
checking for messages particularly about the weather from Sunday – crossed 
fingers it will pass over Birmingham – I’ve personally seen enough snow for 
one year! 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
Barbara Butterworth 
 


