
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12th March, 2021. 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
It has been an absolute pleasure this week to welcome all of the children back to school. I must 
say that they have settled back in so well and so quickly! We are working with them to make 
sure that they have time to review and revise things that they may have missed, and they are 
working so hard. It is just so good to have that buzz back in the classroom as they have that 
time to learn together rather than in front of a computer screen! 
 
COVID related notices 
 
What to do if you or your child has symptoms of COVID – high temperature/continuous 
cough/loss of smell or taste. 
 
I know you’ve heard this all before, but it is more important than ever to stay vigilant so that we 
can avoid spread in school and have to close class bubbles. If you or your children have 
symptoms, you should book a test as soon as possible and make sure your child does not return 
to school until the results are back – if negative, and it was your child who was ill, they can 
return to school if they are well enough. If you or your child tests positive, continue the self-
isolation as a household. 
 
Lateral flow tests 
 
When someone in the household has tested positive and you are all isolating but the children 
who attend school do not have any symptoms, it is now possible to test them using lateral flow 
tests. Those of you with secondary aged children will know about this and also you may have 
been offered these in your work place. The following link on the council website gives details 
about lateral flow testing: 
 
 
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/50231/coronavirus_covid-19/2308/covid-
19_lateral_flow_device_lfd_testing_information/3 
 
Leaving the house to get one of these tests will not be possible if you are isolating, and we are 
awaiting updates next week about families being able to obtain the tests to keep at home just in 
case they are needed. Should this need arise in your family over the next week or so, we will 
help to arrange for lateral flow test kits to be delivered as a doorstep drop. We would 
recommend this to be done for the following reason. As you know, from our experience last 
term, your children could have no symptoms but then develop them a day or so later, then test 
positive. If this falls within the 2 day period since they last had contact with their class, we would 
have to close the class bubble. We are trying to avoid this time lag to stop potential spread of  
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infection. We really don’t want any more closures but if we have to close a class, we would 
rather do it sooner than later. 
 
Staff testing and vaccinations 
 
Our staff are using lateral flow tests twice a week to minimise the risk to the school community. 
As they will show the person after half an hour whether or not they are positive, it is an extra 
layer of protection for the school. The staff member, although having no symptoms, will know not 
to attend school and to self-isolate. So far, happily, all results have been negative. 
 
Staff are also receiving their vaccinations as their age/health slot becomes available. So far, 
around half the staff have either had their first ‘jab’ or are booked in over the next two weeks. 
We have been attending webinars from Public Health Birmingham and know how crucial the 
vaccination programme is in getting past this pandemic. I would urge you to read as much as 
you can about the vaccination if you are in any doubt – there is a lot of scare-mongering out 
there, so do check your sources. For example, Dr Justin Varney is the National Strategic Advisor 
on Health and Work at Public Health England. It is a name to look out for and he has been very 
informative to schools. We have been able to question him on a range of matters, and the 
advice is always scientifically informed and up to date. He is an expert in his field and I would 
urge you to trust Public Health over social media rumours which have no basis in fact or 
research. We all know of the terrible losses suffered by people and for many of us, this is very 
close to home. A chance to find our way out of this is welcomed! 
 
Now for some things non-COVID related – what are the normal things that are happening in 
school? 
 
Calendar for the rest of the term 
 
 

Date Event Notes  

Friday 19th 
March 

Red Nose Day 
 
 
 
Star assembly 

Children can come to school dressed in something red or as a 
Disney character. Please send £1 in for each child for the 
Comic Relief charities if they are not wearing uniform. 
 
This will be on TEAMS and you will be notified and invited to 
join us if your child is a chosen star. 
 

Thursday 
1st April 

Egg Technology 
competition 

Please see below 

Holiday 
 

First day of holiday: Friday 2nd  April - School reopens on Monday 19th April 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Egg competition 
 
We know that this is such a favourite, and we had to miss it last year. So we want to run it again, 
but obviously have to do so safely. The idea is that children create a model which includes at 
least 1 whole eggshell. We have had some amazing designs in the past – check some of the 
past entries out at this link:  https://www.bellsfarm.org/gallery/easter-2019/ 
 
So if your children want to enter: 

 Whatever they design and make, they must be able to carry into school themselves as 
unfortunately we are unable to have parents and carers in the building at this time. It may 
cut down on the usual sizes – but this may also be a relief to you! 

 The children must bring their creations into school on Thursday 1st April at their usual 
entrance and will be directed to the hall to display with the others. This will be done one 
class at a time for safety. 

 Classes will be timetabled in the hall to see the display in the hall throughout the day. We 
will, of course, take lots of photos, and make sure they look with their eyes and not their 
hands! 

 There will be four winners, one each from: Reception; years 1 and 2; years 3 and 4; and 
years 5 and 6. 

Children can also come in on the last day dressed as chicks or bunnies - no charge for this - it's 
just a bit of fun, which we all need at the moment! 
 
Mothers’ Day 
 
Once again we have missed out on the chance for the children to share their dedications to 
mums and other special people in their lives in a special assembly. Don’t worry - we haven’t 
forgotten! For parents and carers of key stage 2 children, please take a look on the class blogs 
for their dedications to you, and for those in reception and key stage 1, please look in the 
children’s bags for their dedications.  
 
I will be sending out the summer term calendar before we break up for the holiday. Important 
dates for you to note are: 
School closures: 

 Friday 23rd April – teacher training day. This was originally in February but we postponed 
to keep the school open for children of key workers 

 Monday 3rd May – May Day bank holiday 

 Thursday 6th May – Local elections: school used as a polling station: children will have a 
1 day pack of work to complete. 

 
Tuesday 20th July – last day of the school term  

https://www.bellsfarm.org/gallery/easter-2019/


 
 
First day of the new school year 2021-22:  Monday 6th September 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lunch boxes 
 
Very last message is about lunch boxes. Just to make you aware that we are making sure that if 
children bring packed lunch from home, that they keep any uneaten food in it for you to see, 
rather than throwing it away. We always encourage children to eat what you have given them, 
but it could be that it’s a bit too much for them or something they really don’t like and we 
obviously stop short of insisting they eat everything in the box. You can then have a 
conversation with your child at home about this and monitor their eating habits. 
 
So that was a long and varied letter…probably a good place to stop! Please get in touch through 
all the usual channels if you have any questions or concerns. Have a good and safe weekend 
and for all the mums, dads and carers out there, I hope you have a lovely Mothers’ Day! 
 
 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
Barbara Butterworth 
 


