
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1st May 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I hope you and the children are all keeping safe and well as we come to the 
end of the sixth week of lockdown. It seems quite unbelievable to me that we 
have not seen each other in all this time. All we can do is keep following the 
government guidelines and wait, and as I write, we still have no definite idea 
about when the return to school will be. Hopefully, a safe solution will be 
forthcoming soon. 
 
Free school meals 
 
The issues with the Edenred voucher scheme have hopefully now been 
ironed out. I know many of you experienced challenges with this initially. You 
will have been getting the same messages as we have – and I know there 
was a mix-up with their voucher codes, but this has now been sorted. 
Hopefully the waits haven’t been too long and the system will run more 
smoothly in the coming weeks. Mrs Scott has continued to work tirelessly on 
this, and we are very grateful for her efforts. 
 
We were so pleased to see some families take us up on the offer of collecting 
lunch items from school at the start of the week. I hope this was helpful. It was 
lovely to see you and the children, even if it was for a brief time. Jayne, our 
cook, did us proud, and I found it impossible to resist sampling the odd cake 
and sausage roll! The wonderful folk at the Farmhouse have continued to be 
available for families in need of support with lunches, and I would like to 
extend my thanks to them. Miss Hackett and Mrs Johnson have kept in touch 
with the families they were supporting before lockdown and this will continue 
each week. They continued to work through their holidays which is not always 
easy as they are in the same boat as you with the challenge of home 
teaching! It is so good to hear the positive responses which they are receiving 
– many thanks to both members of staff. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Should you be experiencing difficulties, please do get in touch via the enquiry 
email. A full list of the email addresses for different purposes is attached at 
the end of this letter.  
 
Home schooling 
 
At times like this, I must admit that I am relieved that my ‘child’ is 22! I can’t 
imagine the challenges I would face with home schooling, and I have been 
teaching for nearly 30 years! As I have said before, do what you can each day 
– don’t try to replicate a full school day every day. I’m sure many of you have 
found that this has led to tears – probably more yours than the children’s!  
Take breaks, fresh air and talk together. Allow the children to be creative and 
never forget the value of play at any age! In terms of English and maths, the 
most important thing is to engage with the blogs and find out what the 
teachers have set for the week. These are the key skills which can soon be 
forgotten without regular daily practice. Reading is vital – both allowing your 
child the space and time to read and sharing reading with them. I know that 
the teachers have been setting writing tasks for the children to tackle and I 
have been delighted to read the children’s efforts on the blogs. I also know 
that parents have found the teacher help email address to be a lifeline for 
advice, and the teachers check this and respond to queries throughout the 
day. During this time when contact is so limited, the blogs are the lifeline of 
the school – please keep checking and using them. 
 
Nursery 
 
The last part of this letter is particularly difficult, as we have had to make the 
decision to close our nursery at the end of this year. As you may be aware, 
we have struggled with falling rolls over a number of years, and with huge 
strains on the schools finances over the past two years, we are no longer able 
to absorb the costs of running the nursery. It was with a very heavy heart that 
the governors and I had to come to this decision. Parents with children who 
were already in nursery have been separately informed. Those of you who 
require a nursery place in future years will be able to take up places in 
Broadmeadow Infant School, The Oaks or St Jude’s should you choose to do 
so. I have contacted all of the head teachers about this and they are more  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
than happy to support you. I know that The Oaks also has the facility for two 
year olds, and their 8.30 am start time fits in well to allow for the school run 
over the two sites. There is absolutely no good time to deliver this news, least 
of all in these unprecedented times, but it is important that you have sufficient 
notice to allow you to make other arrangements in future, and I cannot rely on 
us being back in time for me to deliver the news in person. Please do not 
hesitate to get in touch via the enquiry email if you want further support. 
 
I will write again at the end of next week, sooner if there are any updates 
affecting our return to school. Until then, please continue to be safe and I wish 
you all well. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
Barbara Butterworth 
 

 


