
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
6th September 2019 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome back to school from all the staff at Bells Farm.  It has been the usual 

pleasure to see the children coming through the doors happily this week, as the new 

school year begins. It has also been a very smooth start to the intake of new 

Reception children – welcome to Bells Farm to our lovely new Swans class! Thank 

you, as ever, for your efforts in ensuring that your children are smart and in full 

school uniform and black shoes.  Please make sure they are also coming in with a 

coat each day due to the usual changeable weather. Could you please make sure 

that the children’s jumpers and cardigans have been labelled (an indelible marker 

with their initials on the label is enough).  

Pupil premium 

As you know we receive a sum of money for every child who is entitled to free school 

meals (or would be if the meals were not provided free of charge to all children in 

reception and key stage 1). This money is used by the school for the benefit of your 

child(ren), through funding areas such as  additional training for our staff, reduction of 

class sizes, investing in partnership working with our colleagues in the area to further 

our expertise, and supporting our staff in working on specialised areas such as 

speech and language. It is a vital source of income for the school and has had a 

great impact as shown by the pupil premium reports on the website. If there are any 

changes in your circumstances, please notify the office and Mrs Scott will take you 

through the procedures to apply for the premium. 

Just a reminder for parents of children new to Year 3 – unfortunately the 

automatic free dinners has stopped. So please ensure you make the school 

dinner payments, and check to see if you are eligible for free school meals. 

(See above paragraph). 

Year 7 and 14-19 Admissions- September 2020 

I have pasted this form the Council website for the attention of parents of current Y6 
children: 

Online applications opened on 2 September 2019 for Year 7 and 14-19 entry in 
September 2020.  
Applications can be made online through the Birmingham City Council 
website www.birmingham.gov.uk/schooladmissions until the deadline of 31 October 
2019. Please ensure parents of Year 6 pupils are aware of the deadline. All the 
information they will need is available on our 
website www.birmingham.gov.uk/schooladmissions. More advice and support is also 
available from Children’s Services on 0121 303 1888. 



 
 

 

 

 

For those parents who need any assistance or advice with this, there will be an 
informal drop in session in school on Tuesday 24th September, between 3.30  and 
4.30 pm. 

Attendance Awards 

For children who had 100% attendance last school year 2018-19, there will be a 
special assembly on Friday 13th September at 9.10 am in the hall. Please check the 
list on the noticeboard outside the school. All are welcome to attend. 

Term dates 

For those of you who like to plan well ahead, here are the term dates up to 
December 2020. 

School Year 2019 to 2020 

Autumn Term 2019 

Term Starts: Wednesday 4th  September 2019 

INSET DAY: Wednesday 9th October – school closed for children. 

Half Term: Monday 28 October 2019 to Friday 1 November 2019 
Term Ends: Friday 20 December 2019 

Spring Term 2020 

Term Starts: Monday 6 January 2020 
Half Term: Monday 17 February 2020 to Friday 21 February 2020  

INSET DAY Monday 24th February: school open for children Tuesday 25th 
February. 

Term Ends: Friday 3 April 2020 

Summer Term 2020 

Term Starts: Monday 20 April 2020 
Half Term: Monday 25 May 2020 to Friday 29 May 2020 
Term Ends: Friday 17th July 2020 

 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

School Year 2020 to 2021 

Autumn Term 2020 

Term Starts for children: Thursday 3rd September 2020 
Half Term: Monday 26 October 2020 to Friday 30 October 2020 
Term Ends: Friday 18 December 2020 

As soon as we plan further into the 2020-21 school year including INSET dates, we 
will inform you. 

School Gateway 

We will always have teething troubles with new systems and we are all getting our 
heads around School Gateway. If you have any questions or would like some more 
information, please see the School Gateway site here: https://schoolgateway.co.uk.  
Mr Baddhan is also available every morning except Thursdays – just ask in the office 
and he will talk through any issues. Regarding booking in for breakfast and after 
school clubs, we are now altering the system back to 24 hour notice as we realise 
that it is not always possible to plan 48 hours ahead if there is an emergency or 
alteration in your circumstances at short notice. Please help us to make this work by 
booking in as soon as you can when you know you have to use these facilities. If 
parents and carers fail to book at all, this causes all kinds of problems with planning 
safe cover. Please note that if you fail to book at all then you may be asked to cease 
using the clubs. This is as always in the interests of safety and welfare of the 
children. 

These are the main messages for now, but please continue to check the website and 
your child’s book bag for any further correspondence. A newsletter will be posted on 
the website towards the end of the month. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Mrs Butterworth – Head teacher 

 

 


