
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12th September, 2020. 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
After the end of the first full week back, I am happy to report that the children 
continue to behave and work very well. Some are certainly tired and it is a 
new routine for lots of them, but it is wonderful to see them working so hard to 
catch up. 
 
Although I hope that every letter won’t be dominated by COVID, I’ll give you 
some further updates now. 
 
Coronavirus symptoms 
 
At the end of the letter, you will see a chart which I think makes things a bit 
clearer for what you should do if your child or anyone in your household has 
coronavirus symptoms. This will also be on the website. Please email or 
phone at any time – I am checking the emails every evening at the moment in 
case there are any notifications of absence, so it is never too late to send the 
email to enquiry@bellsfrm.bham.sch.uk   It is really important that you give us 
some details of the sickness, including whether or not your child has a raised 
temperature or a persistent cough. That way we can advise you about the 
next steps. 
 
PE kits 
 
Just to be clear on PE kits, they may remain in school unless you have told a 
member of staff or send a message with your child that you would like them 
home after your child’s PE session. This gives you the option to wash more 
frequently, and you can rest assured that PE kits are not worn or handled by 
anyone except your child, so are as safe as they can be in school. 
As communicated before, trainers may be worn on your child’s PE day and 
can be worn throughout the day. 
 
What will happen about school work if my child has to go home from 
school, or come in   because they are ill? 
 
At the moment, there are two possible situations if your child is unwell. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Your child has been sent home unwell. If they have Coronavirus 
symptoms they should be tested. If the test is negative, then they will 
return to school as soon as they are feeling better. In this case, no 
work will be sent home because they would not be expected to work if 
they are ill. This is what would happen normally in school as you know. 

2. Your child has had the test and has tested positive. They then have to 
isolate for at least 10 days. If they feel better during this time we are 
looking into the best ways of getting work to you if you feel they are 
well enough to complete it. As the household will be self-isolating, this 
will likely to be a combination of emailed work and work collected on 
your behalf from the school by someone from outside your household 
who can then leave it outside your door for you.  

 
What will happen about school work if my child has to go home from 
school and isolate for 14 days because someone in their bubble has 
tested positive for coronavirus? 
 
We know that this has already happened in at least 14 schools throughout 
Birmingham, and is a big challenge for schools as it affects an entire bubble. 
We are working this week to provide a pack of work and stationery for each 
child so that this is ready to go home if needed. This will be combined with 
some online learning and email communication with your child’s class 
teacher, who will also be isolating. If the teacher is ill, then another member of 
staff will be communicating with you. 
 
What happens if I get a call telling me that my child’s bubble has to 
close? 
 
We have to prepare for this possibility and hope that it doesn’t happen, but we 
want to give you a clear way forward just in case. There is no telling when we 
could get a phone call from a parent telling us that their child has tested 
positive, or receive this information from NHS Test and Trace – it could be 
first thing in the morning or at any time of the day. You will need to come as 
soon as you possibly can, but we know that this will involve some travel 
delays for some parents and carers, so we have set out a plan: 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. You will receive a text message telling you that your child’s bubble has 

been closed due to notification of a positive case. 
2. The bubble will be kept isolated from the rest of the school. They will 

not use the dining hall – sandwich lunches will be left outside the class 
for those who have school meals. 

3. Children will remain in this isolated area until you are able to collect 
them. Depending on the location of the class you will be advised by 
text which entrance to use. 

4. Your child will be sent home with a pack of work as described above. 
 
Please continue to be patient with us as we plan for situations and try to keep 
everything safe but as normal as it can be for the children – it can be quite 
tricky! As many of you will be aware though, Birmingham has now got further 
restrictions due to the rise in cases, so we are likely to continue to get 
frequent updates and changes. We will do our very best to continue to 
communicate the implications for your child as we receive more government 
and local guidance. 
 
I will be in touch next week. Until then have a good weekend, and do keep in 
contact via email if you have any concerns over the weekend. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
Barbara Butterworth 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Covid-19 related pupil absence 

A quick reference guide for parents 
 

What to do if ……… Action Needed Return to school when ……. 
 

My child has Covid-19 symptoms: 
 HIGH TEMPERATURE – this means 

you feel hot to touch on your chest 
or back. 

 A NEW CONTINUOUS COUGH - this 
means coughing a lot more than an 
hour, or 3 or more coughing 
episodes in 24 hours. 

 A LOSS OR CHANGE TO YOUR 
SENSE OF SMELL OR TASTE - this 
means you’ve noticed you cannot 
smell or taste anything. 

DO NOT COME TO SCHOOL 
Contact school to inform us. Get a test. 
Self-isolate the whole household for 14 days. 
 
INFORM SCHOOL IMMEDIATELY ABOUT 
TEST RESULT. 

…..The test comes back negative 

My child tests positive for Covid-19 DO NOT COME TO SCHOOL 
Contact school to inform us. 
Agree an earliest date for possible return. 
Minimum of 10 days. 
Self-isolate the whole household for 14 days. 
Bubble isolates/remote learning. 

……..They feel better. They can 
return after 10 days even if they 
have a cough or loss of 
taste/smell. These symptoms can 
last for several weeks.  

My child tests negative CONTACT THE SCHOOL  
Discuss when your child can come back to 
school (same day/next day) 

…..The test comes back negative 

My child is ill with symptoms not 
linked to Covid-19 

FOLLOW USUAL SCHOOL ABSENCE 
POLICY. 

After 48hrs following the last bout 
of sickness/diarrhoea if this is the 
cause of the absence. 

Someone in my household has 
Covid-19 symptoms 

DO NOT COME TO SCHOOL 
Contact school. 
Self-isolate the whole household for 14 days. 
Household members to get tested. 
INFORM SCHOOL IMMEDIATELY ABOUT 
TEST RESULT. 

…..The test comes back negative 

Someone in my household tests 
positive for Covid-19 

DO NOT COME TO SCHOOL 
Contact school 
Agree an earliest date for possible return. 
Minimum of 14 days. 

…..The child has completed 14 
days of isolation. 

NHS test and trace has identified my 
child has been in close contact of 
someone with symptoms of 
confirmed Covid-19 

DO NOT COME TO SCHOOL 
CONTACT SCHOOL 
Agree an earliest date for possible return. 
Minimum of 14 days. 

…..The child has completed 14 
days of isolation. 

We/my child has travelled and has to 
self-isolate as a period of quarantine. 

Do not take unauthorised leave in term time. 
Consider quarantine requirements and FCO 
advice when booking travel. 
Returning from a destination where 
quarantine is needed. 
Agree an earliest date for possible return. 
Minimum of 14 days from return date. 
Self-isolate the whole household.  

……The quarantine period of 14 
days has been completed. 

We have received medical advice 
that my child must resume shielding. 

DO NOT COME TO SCHOOL 
CONTACT SCHOOL 
Shield until you are informed that restrictions 
are lifted and shielding has paused again. 
 

……. School inform you that 
restrictions have been lifted and 
your child can return to school. 

My child’s bubble is closed due to a 
Covid-19 outbreak in school. 

DO NOT COME TO SCHOOL 
At home support your child with remote 
education provided by school. 
Your child will need to isolate for 14 days. 

….. School will inform you when 
the bubble will be reopened. 


