
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10th September, 2020. 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I will be writing again on Friday with any updates. However, I would like to 
have just one item in this letter and that’s about the subject of water bottles. 
 
The school’s position 
 
We have asked for water bottles to be brought in on a Monday and they are 
returned on Friday. Every day they are thoroughly washed ready for the next 
day. They are ordered in the classroom and labelled. Children take their own 
and there is no cross contamination. 
 
Why did we decide to do this? 
 
Every decision that we have taken large or small, has been based on advice, 
guidance, both local and national, plus years of experience of our staff, and 
made with one thing in mind – to minimise risk. If thirty water bottles are 
brought in every day, they are a further risk which we have to deal with every 
single day – to children and to staff. This is because every object, as you 
know, has the potential to be contaminated. It means that class teachers have 
to have additional systems for children taking out a water bottle every day, 
and placing it where it should be. This is at the same time as checking in with 
the children, supervising every child to wash their hands, making sure that 
books are laid out every day for each child to avoid crowding around trays, 
and making sure that everyone has their ziplock bag ready with all of their 
equipment for the day….and all of this (and more) before 9.00 am!   
 
Teachers and teaching assistants do this happily for the children – no one 
wants the situation we all find ourselves in, but it is where we all are. It has to 
be organised well, and the systems are working well, but only because we 
have tried to plan every single small event with health and safety in mind. 
I have spoken with some parents who are not happy with the arrangement, 
and have tried to reassure them and offer compromises. I am more than 
happy for children to have a separate bottle of juice in their lunch box if the 
children don’t want to drink the water which is freely available in the dining 
room.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
However water bottles must remain in the classroom. I have had the 
suggestion that a disposable bottle of water comes in every day, but although 
at first this seems fine – it still present the same problem – a new potentially 
contaminated object coming into school every day, let alone the 
environmental issue this creates if every child was to do it!  
 
As before, children are able to have a drink as they need it, and although 
most can wait until breaktime, our teachers and teaching assistants aren’t 
ignoring the needs of children who may need a drink more frequently. They 
are still the teachers and teaching assistants who looked after your children’s 
needs before COVID – we haven’t changed our characters even if we are all 
concerned at all times with minimising risk for children and adults. 
 
We have tried wherever possible, through all of this madness, to keep things 
as normal as they can be for the children and as straightforward as they can 
be for you. We have opened up after school and breakfast clubs, ensured a 
hot meal is available every day, avoided staggered starts and finish times and 
relaxed rules about trainers on PE days. As time goes on we will look at how 
we can continue to make this work and I know from the vast majority of you, 
that you appreciate our efforts and trust us to look after your children and 
keep them safe and happy. There are some decisions that you won’t like 
(believe me, there are some that I don’t like putting into action!) but I am 
grateful that the vast majority of you understand why they have to be taken. 
 
So please, continue to trust us. Five days in, it has been so wonderful to talk 
to so many of you on the playground and see the children happy in school 
every day. The entrance and exit systems are working well, the systems in 
school are working well, and where there are bumps in the road, we are 
dealing with them. This is because you are helping us to make things work, 
and that support is highly valued by the whole team. Our home school 
partnership is built on trust, and I ask that you continue to trust me and the 
Bells Farm team to do keep everyone safe and continue the children’s 
education. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
Barbara Butterworth 


